
NEWS OF ZION LUTHER AN | ANOKA DECEMBER 2022

In-Person Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Livestream Worship
9 & 11 am (Sun)

Cable TV
10 am & 5 pm (Sun)

Radio Broadcast
106.1 (BOB-FM)
9:10 am (Sun)

GOSPEL READINGS

December 3-4
Matthew 3:1-12

December 10-11
Matthew 11:2-11

December 17-18
Matthew 1:18-25

December 24-25
Luke 2:1-20

December 31-January 1
Matthew 2:13-23

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Christmas Choral Worship 
Dec 17 at 5 pm; Dec 18 at 9 am
Our theme for Choral Worship this year is Winds Through the Olive Trees. We’ll sing 
about the mystery and wonder of the incarnate Christ over 2000 years ago, as the 
winds of the spirit moved through the olive trees of ancient Israel and brought the 
Word made flesh to Mary’s womb. The olive is an ancient symbol of peace, as well 
as an important source of food. Winds Through the Olive Trees reminds us of three 
important facts: the Holy Spirit is alive and at work in the world; God provides a 
creation that nourishes and sustains our bodies; God became a part of that same 
creation in the incarnate Christ, long, long ago.

Zion: A Place to Gather and Grow
If you have not yet returned your 2023 Stewardship Commitment, please mail it in, 
drop it off at the church office or place it in the offering plate on Sunday. If you have 
misplaced your stewardship material, extra copies are available at the front desk or 
go to www.zionanoka.org and click on the “2023 Pledge” button and complete the 
form online. Thank you for your faithful support of Zion’s Mission and Ministry!

Year-End Giving
The church will be closed Monday, December 26 (Christmas holiday). Please drop 
off your year-end gifts by 12 noon on December 30 or mail them (postmarked) by 
December 31 or give online at www.zionanoka.org by December 31. Thank you!

Christmas Eve & Day Worship

DECEMBER 24 candlelight with communion
10 am, 1:30 pm, 3 pm, 4:30 pm & 10 pm

in-person and online

Radio broadcast on BOB-FM (106.1): 4:30 pm & 10 pm

Cable TV (Ch. 6): 4:30 pm & 10 pm

Nursery Care: 10 am, 1:30 pm, 3 pm and 4:30 pm

DECEMBER 25 with communion 
10 am in-person, online, BOB-FM Radio, MCN Ch. 6



a message from pastor brent

Christmas Joy
By Colleen Nelson

One of my favorite Christmas ornaments is a dove with the word JOY painted on its breast. In the retail ads 
leading up to Christmas, the word joy is talked about, sung about and displayed ad nauseam, to the point that 
the message “material goods equal happiness” is actualized. Is joy the same thing as happiness? In an article on 
Christianity.com titled “What is the Difference Between Joy and Happiness?” author Glory Dy states “Happiness 
is merely external, fleeting, and is only achievable on earth. Joy, on the other hand, is internal, selfless, sacrificial, 
and a spiritual connection with God.” Christmas is a time to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, God’s Son. Jesus’ 
life and ministry illustrates the pure, unadulterated, inner joy that Ms. Dy attributes to the spiritual connection 
we can achieve with God (in Jesus’ case, his Father.) And when Jesus returned to his Father, he sent the Holy Spirit 
so we may abide in this exceptional joy and other precious gifts. We learn in Galatians 5:22-23 that the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. How might you 
experience Christmas joy? I’m a proponent of family traditions and I value their importance. For instance, I love to 
bake Christmas cookies and I enjoy sharing them with my family. However, I think our to-do list of preparations 
can get out of hand in a hurry. I invite you to consider the should-dos on your list. You may be surprised how many 
of these could be eliminated without much push-back, allowing more time for contemplation this Advent season. 
Perhaps, allowing more quiet time to consider how significant it was for the Heavenly Father to send his Son to 
walk among us to help bridge the chasm between humankind and God. This year, when I hang my dove ornament 
on our tree, I will be reminded that joy is a gift from God-no strings attached, similar to the Heavenly Father’s gift 
of his Son, Jesus Christ, born on Christmas morning.

Great News on Zion’s Mortgage Reduction Effort!
Thank you to all those who have contributed to our mortgage reduction in the past year. By the 
end of this year, we estimate that we will have reduced our mortgage by over $500,000.

This mortgage reduction will save a significant amount of interest over the remaining life of the loan and allow us 
to pay off our loan several years early. This very significant reduction has been made possible by your on-going 
gifts to the Building Fund, your special gifts, and the Zion Foundation’s matching gifts. At this time we still have 
about $100,000 available for matching gifts from the Foundation.

If you made an initial gift toward debt reduction as part of your 2023 stewardship commitment, we thank you. 
If you would still like to make a special gift toward mortgage debt reduction before the end of the year, it will be 
matched by the Zion Foundation.

As you consider your year-end giving, please consider the special opportunity to pay it forward for future 
generations of Zion Lutheran Church. Again, thank you for your faithful stewardship and helping to provide Zion 
Lutheran Church as a place to gather and grow.

1/01/2022 Mortgage Balance $2,222,000
1/01/2023 Projected Balance 1,700,000

Estimated Reduction in 2022 522,000



welcome

Equity Team Update - Faith & Neighboring Practices
• On October 30 the Equity Team hosted a neighborhood s’mores event in the green space across from Zion. 

Zion members and neighbors attended.
• Zion provides many opportunities to grow in faith. Some, such as meeting in person for prayer, were sus-

pended during the pandemic but are worthy of reviving.
• Advent seems like a good time to restart. On Sundays before Advent, December 4, December 11 and 

December 18, we will host a time of prayer in the Chapel from 8:30 - 8:50 a.m. The format will include Christ 
Care Prayers, a short Scripture reading, a time of silence to meditate on the scripture and a closing. All are 
welcome.

Fare For All - December 22
December 22 | 4 - 6 pm | Lower Commons
This month includes the popular December Holiday Pack! Fare For All is a program that allows people to come 
and shop at Zion once a month for deeply discounted nutritious food. Fare For All is open to everyone and accepts 
CREDIT, DEBIT and EBT cards.

Camp Wapo Noisy Offering - Final Collection December 10 & 11
In celebration of Zion’s 150th anniversary as a congregation, we launched a 3 year stewardship 
appeal called “Zion 150 Years – Living in Faith”. Included in this appeal was a pledge to support 
Camp Wapo’s dining hall expansion campaign with $150,000. This pledge concludes at the 
end of the calendar year. To help fulfill this pledge, we started the Camp Wapo Noisy Offering 
in November of 2019. This was a way to get kids and youth involved with the pledge and have 
ownership in building a better dining hall when they attend Bible camp at Camp Wapo. Even 
with the disruption of the pandemic in being able to hold collections, the Camp Wapo Noisy 
Offering still gathered a grand total of $15,123.80 over the last 3 years.

We will hold our final Camp Wapo Noisy Offering the weekend of December 10 & 11. We will invite kids and youth 
at the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. services to help us collect the Noisy Offering. A bucket is available at the Welcome Center 
for those who may want to drop off their Noisy Offering during the normal office hours. Thank you for your 
faithful support of Camp Wapo’s dining hall campaign!

We welcome you exactly as God created you.
We worship God with everyone who chooses to participate, including the youngest of God’s children 
who make noise to praise God in their own way. We find strength in our diversity, and strive to be 
united by our common humanity, while celebrating our differences.

We welcome people of all: races, ethnicities, backgrounds, generations, political affiliations, socio-eco-
nomic status, physical and mental abilities; sexual orientations, gender identities, and their families.

All are welcome and encouraged to be involved in all aspects of our life together.

“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows 
God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.” (1 John 4:7-8)
Welcome Statement adopted by Zion’s Church Council, October 2022



worship

Advent Begins November 26-27
In this season when the cultural gravity pushes us down the hill to Christmas way too fast, it’s time to apply the 
brakes and slow down. As counter cultural as that may seem, there’s too much to hear, too much to see, too much 
to experience, too much to take in to hurry through Advent. We sit with Isaiah and his people who longingly 
waited for the coming of the Promised One. We stand with John the Baptist as he calls God’s people to prepare the 
way of the Lord.

Take time this month to listen fully to what is being said and sung in worship. December 17 and 18 is our 
Christmas Festival weekend. Attend our Choral Worship Winds Through the Olive Trees on either Saturday, 
December 17 at 5 p.m. or Sunday, December 18 at 9 a.m. and then stay for the 11 a.m. worship as Zion Kids become 
our preachers as they present their Christmas program His Name is Jesus.

God is about to come, not as an angry judge but as a human among us. This is good news – so take the time to 
linger and patiently prepare. Allowing the time to pause here in Advent will reap the rewards of patient, 
thoughtful, prayerful preparation for God’s coming among us.

Zion Kids Present “His Name is Jesus”
Sunday, December 18 | 11 am | Sanctuary
Children in Zion Kids Sunday (Kid City and Holy Shenanigans) and Zion Kids 
Wednesdays (Whirl and Joiz-n-Noiz) will answer the question “What will you call the 
baby?” during a special Christmas program on December 18. His Name is Jesus will 
include kids from Age 0-Grade 5 and will feature new and familiar Christmas songs, 
scripture and story telling!

Blue Christmas - A Service of Remembrance & Hope
This time of year can be a mix of emotions that make it a challenge. Blue Christmas is a gentle, contemplative 
service that offers comfort and hope for those carrying pain or loss during this holiday season. Join us on 
Wednesday, December 21 at 6:30 p.m. for a service of reflection, song, comfort and hope for hurting hearts.

Zion Worship Opportunities
In-Person Worship Services

Saturdays @ 5 pm and Sundays @ 8 am, 9 am & 11 am
Livestream Worship Services

Sundays @ 9 am & 11 am
Cable TV Channel 6 Broadcast

Sundays @ 10 am & 5 pm
Radio (BOB-FM 106.1)

Sundays @ 9:10 am



grow and care

Zion Preteen Ministry has a Name!
Zion Kids Wednesdays has a big announcement! Our preteen ministry now has a 
name! It’s called “Joiz–n–Noiz!” We meet from 6-7:20 p.m. on Wednesdays and feature 
activities created especially for kids in grades 4-5! Joiz–n–Noiz combines with Whirl 
Wednesday kids (grades K-3) for a Bible story and gym games. New registrations are 
always welcome for Zion Kids Wednesdays at https://cutt.ly/ZionWed22-23.

Sunday Adult Forum Schedule
Join us Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall for Adult Forum! Below is the schedule for December.
• December 4: Managing Family Stress During the Holidays led by Pastor Sue
• December 11: Holiday Trivia (there may be prizes!)
No forums December 18 and 25. Forums resume February, 2023

Advent Small Group Study Concludes
We conclude our Advent study called: Light of the World by Amy-Jill Levine.
• Week of December 5: The Journey to Joy
• Week of December 12: The Gifts of the Gentiles
Our next small group study will start the week of February 6 with a study by Adam Hamilton called “Simon 
Peter.” Look for more details in the January Herald, Life Together bulletin inserts and weekly E-updates.

Zion Caring Tree
The need is still so great in our community and we hope you can help! Zion’s Caring Tree 
supports four local agencies: Alexandra House, Anoka Metro Regional Treatment Center, 
Stepping Stone Emergency Housing and Bridgeview Drop-in Center at Lee Carlson Center. 
This year in lieu of Caring Tree gift tags, we will be collecting gift cards for Walmart, Target 
or Cub. In order to get the gift cards to these agencies in a timely manner so they can be 
used by families for Christmas, please drop them off at Zion by December 13 during normal 
business hours.

Homebound Ministry
One of the most important ministries at Zion is reaching out to our homebound members, helping them to
be a part of our Church even if they can’t make it to our building. We do this in many ways (our radio and Cable-TV
broadcast, livestream, our Visitation Minister Ken Johnson, our monthly Herald newsletter and providing
monthly services at assisted living facilities).

Sharing Holy Communion is one of the most meaningful ways that we connect with our homebound members. We 
have a team who currently provides this ministry. If you or a family member are interested in a visit please call 
the church office at 763-421-4656.



care

Cara Fish
Tom & Nancy Blaska
Sharon Erickson
Lyle & Marlene Willock
Charles & Mary Kucera
Women of Zion Circles
Craig Bakken
Kristine Johnson
Lois Peterson

about our people
Deaths
Charlie “Karen” Baker
Dick Weller
Liane Rock
Char Montei
Cynthia Jarvi
Vern Welty
Jack Iverson
Jeanie Adams
Cindy Ryhn

Cheryl Olson in memory of Carol Buelow
Barb Hauff in memory of Gene Hauff
Don LaSalle & daughters in memory of Marion LaSalle

Hospital Visits and Pastoral Care
If you or a family member are in the hospital or have had a change in your health status and would like a pastoral 
visit, please call the church office at 763-421-4656, email Kristine kjohnson@zionanoka.org or Pastor Sue 
swallager@zionanoka.org or let any of the pastors know. The pastoral staff is very happy to visit you and provide 
pastoral care.

Matthew Bags
Matthew bags are available at the Welcome Desk for you to give, in a safe manner, to a needy person you encoun-
ter. Bags are also given to organizations in our community who serve the needy, e.g., ACBC and HOPE4Youth. Each 
bag contains water, food bars, personal hygiene items, socks and a “Who to Call” resource sheet. Donations are 
solicited and at this time in need of adult-size crew socks, bottled water (16 oz), granola bars, and Kleenex 
(individual packs) and can be dropped in the Matthew Bag donation bins at the Welcome Desk. Financial dona-
tions are also accepted at the front desk. Please write “Matthew Bags” on the memo line of your check. Thank you!

Supporters of our Radio Broadcast Fund
Every Sunday morning at 9:10 a.m., Zion’s worship service is broadcast on BOB-FM (106.1). Our radio broadcast 
covers a good portion of the State of Minnesota and reaches several hundred listeners each Sunday, including
many who do not have internet capability. Thank you to the following recent supporters of our Radio Broadcast 
Fund:

New Members
Thomas Heidemann
Wayne & Phyllis Rechtzigel



poinsettia garden
Help decorate Zion’s Sanctuary by donating to the memorial poinsettia garden in memory or 
in honor of someone special. Memorials are $20 each. To order, fill out the coupon below and 
mail it back with your payment or pick up an envelope at the front desk. Envelopes must be 
returned by Wednesday, December 14.

Given By:___________________________________________Amount Enclosed:______________

In Honor Of____________________________________________________________________________________________________

In Memory Of___________________________________________________________________________________________________

cut here
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

serve

Family Promise Hosting - December 11-18
Hosting this month will be donating cleaning supplies that are requested by each family which will need to last 
a month. Please continue to send your checks made out to Zion with a notation that it goes to the Family Promise 
Fund and that will be used for these purchases. This has now become our main volunteer activity during this 
transition. This money is used to purchase occasional basic need requests.

Currently we are hosting two families in the shelter program. There are eight families in the Prevention program 
(maintaining current housing to prevent eviction) and twelve families in the Housing Stabilization program 
(graduated from the Shelter program). Fare For All packages are being delivered to all twenty families as well 
as an additional fifteen Ukrainian refugee families. Holiday party planning has begun and information about 
how you can help will be in the e-updates or sent to those signed up in Realm. We are planning for 25 families, 
26 adults and 52 children. They will receive a variety of “gifts” at the party in addition to a fun evening making 
memories.

There are changes coming in 2023 and we will become more involved as volunteers. We hope to have a 
presentation from the staff in January so watch for upcoming announcements. If you have not signed up in Realm 
for Family Promise volunteering, please do that so you will get our communication. If you no longer wish to 
be involved in this program, please remove your name from the Realm list. Thanks for all that you have done. 
Because of your continued support and interest, this program keeps moving forward.

Volunteer Opportunities at Anoka Middle School
Numerous types of volunteer opportunities constantly exist at Anoka Middle School. Some occur inside one of the 
two campus buildings, but most are requests for donations of things needed for class projects, or busy prep work 
for projects that you can take and complete at home. If you are interested today, next week, or next month, contact 
Glen Semanko glensemanko@yahoo.com and you will be sent a link so you can explore the opportunities at your 
leisure to see if anything fits. Note: Some activities require a simple background check, which you can quickly 
complete online.
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WELCOME
You are invited, you are welcome to 
come and experience God’s love at 
Zion Lutheran Church.

CONTACT US
1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 
763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

Zion Packs Meals for FMSC

On the Wednesday night of MEA weekend (Oct 19), 58 people from Zion packed meals at Feed My Starving 
Children. Volunteers included confirmation youth, high schoolers, parents, and other adults from the congre-
gation. Each shift at FMSC has a maximum of 100 people, so over half the people at this shift were from Zion! 
126 boxes of food were packed which comes out to 27,216 meals-enough to feed 74 kids for a full year! The 

grocery bill for the food packed came to $6,531.84!


